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Agenda

● Overview of FormPart

● Using FormParts in the IBM Forms Designer
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Objectives

● Define what is FormPart

● Visualize how FormPart functions
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FormPart Overview

● What is it?

FormParts are re-usable XML components that are external to a form

Design parts of a Form once and then re-use multiple times across 
forms

Update of a FormPart can update all forms using that particular 
FormPart

● Why?
Reduce cost of common form maintenance tasks

Reduce cost of development through simple object re-use and simplify 
change management to common Forms component
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FormPart Requirements

● Support the inclusion of one or more static items into a form.

● Support inclusion of interactive form items (fields, lists).

● Support inclusion of form widgets with input validation and simple logic.

● Allow FormParts to be placed in different locations in each consuming form 

● Allow FormParts to be re-used several times on each form

● Allow form help to be included in a FormPart

● Allow FormPart updates to be reflected in instances of a consuming form 
published by the designer
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FormPart Use Cases

● Changing corporate branding across multiple forms
Modify images/logos

● Modify text terms/conditions/instructions in applications or contracts

● Modify static “signature” image block (image and label)

● Create common toolbar for re-use in all forms
Static colors, images, links, etc.

Pagination controls

Status information

● Re-use a block of UI controls (e.g. Address block, etc.)

● Change of business rules on commonly used fields
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FormPart Designer Interface
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FormPart Creation – Properties Wizard
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Samples of “Out of the Box” FormParts
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Samples of Custom FormParts

● Runtime view of Corporate ID Field

Can apply common business rule, in this 
case, Corporate ID must conform to a 
pattern of X000000 (eg: First Alphabet 
followed by 6 digits)

● Corporate Branding
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Using FormParts in IBM Form
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Manage FormParts – Through Outline View

● To see what custom FormParts are in a form:

● 1. At the bottom of the Outline view, click FormParts. The 
FormParts section expands and displays the names of 
the custom FormParts used in the form.

● 2. Expand the FormPart to see the pages in which it is 
used, as well as how many times the FormPart is used 
on a page. 



IBM Forms 4.0 PoT - FormParts© 2011 IBM Corporation 13

IBM Software

Manage FormParts – Search Form with reference to certain FormPart

● To allow easier management of multiple forms 
templates that used multiple form part, there is 
a Search capability provided in IBM Forms 
Designer.

● To search for forms that use a custom 
FormPart:

● 1. Go to Search -> FormPart. The Search window opens.

● 2. Select the FormPart from the dropdown menu.

● 3. Select the directory to search by clicking Add and browsing to the 
desired directory.

 If you are searching a main directory, you can select whether to 
search only the main directory or all sub directories. To search the 
sub directories, click the check box beside Search in the sub 
directories.

● 4. Click Search.

● When the search is complete, the Search view displays the folders 
containing the form
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Summary

● Define what is FormPart

● Visualize how FormPart functions
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We appreciate your feedback.

Please fill out the survey form in order to 
improve this educational event.
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