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Disclaimer
THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS DOCUMENTATION IS 
PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY. WHILE 
EFFORTS WERE MADE TO VERIFY THE COMPLETENESS AND 
ACCURACY OF THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS 
DOCUMENTATION, IT IS PROVIDED “AS IS” WITHOUT 
WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED. IN 
ADDITION, THIS INFORMATION IS BASED ON IBM’S CURRENT 
PRODUCT PLANS AND STRATEGY, WHICH ARE SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE BY IBM WITHOUT NOTICE. IBM SHALL NOT BE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF THE 
USE OF, OR OTHERWISE RELATED TO, THIS 
DOCUMENTATION OR ANY OTHER DOCUMENTATION. 
NOTHING CONTAINED IN THIS DOCUMENTATION IS 
INTENDED TO, NOR SHALL HAVE THE EFFECT OF, CREATING 
ANY WARRANTIES OR REPRESENTATIONS FROM IBM (OR 
ITS SUPPLIERS OR LICENSORS), OR ALTERING THE TERMS 
AND CONDITIONS OF THE APPLICABLE LICENSE 
AGREEMENT GOVERNING THE USE OF IBM SOFTWARE
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Overview
� Migration considerations

� More than just software development

� Must consider the applications, infrastructure, education and 
culture

� Migration process should not compromise day-to-day business

� Manage complexity, expectations, expense and risk

� Careful planning is required

� Each situation is unique

� There is no one standard plan

� Get assistance if needed => available from IBM as a service
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Migration Plan Roadmap
� Assessment

� Planning

� Skills

� Development Environment

� Application Code Migration

� Runtime Environment Migration

� Test

� Production

� Review the results
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Impacts summary
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Deprecation policy

� Deprecation policy in place for all WebSphere Application 
Server APIs

� API supported for 2 full releases from the point of deprecation 
or 3 full years whichever is longer

� API may be removed at such point

� Deprecations and Removals are documented in InfoCenter

� 5+3 support statement as of March 2007

� Five for free, three for fee. 

� Updated April 2008 to include selected products within the Information 
Management, IBM Lotus, IBM Rational, IBM Tivoli and WebSphere 

� See references for link to specifics

v5.0.x

v5.1.x

v6.0.x

•New API introduced
•Deprecated but still supported
•Deprecated but still supported
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Choosing the “right” version
� Question: “Which WebSphere Application Server 

version should I migrate to?”

� Answer: “It depends”
� End of Service date for your current version

• For example WebSphere Application Server  v5.1 was September 2008

• For example WebSphere Application Server  v6.0.2 is September 2010

� End of Service date for the targeted version

� Stability in lifecyle of targeted version

� JEE/JDK levels relative to targeted version

� New WebSphere Application Server features you want

� Version requirements of vendor or other WebSphere products that 
you have or want 

� The Version your Enterprise has committed towards

� What about fixpack level? – do what makes the most sense…
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Enablement
� This information and more is 

now available online!

� Includes general planning with 

detailed notes and 
WebSphere AppServer

version specific information

� Updated with timely 

information

� IBM Migration Knowledge 

collection

� http://www-
1.ibm.com/support/docview.wss?rs
=180&uid=swg27008724

New 

March 

2007
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Explanation of Migration impacts
� There are two kinds of impacts documented here

� “Specific” – impacts only those migrating TO that version

� “Cumulative” – impacts when migrating TO or PAST that version

� The information assumes a starting point of v5.1 or later

� Additional information is provided in the appendices for earlier versions like 
v4.0 and v5.0

YesYesYesYesv5.1->v7.0

YesYesv6.0->v6.1

YesYesYesv6.0->v7.0

YesYesv6.1->v7.0

YesYesYesv5.1->v6.1

YesYesv5.1->v6.0

v7.0

Cumulative

v7.0

Specific

v6.1

Cumulative

v6.1

Specific

v6.0

Cumulative

v6.0

Specific

New 

October 

2008
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Changes in v7.0
� Specific to v7.0

� Development tool changes

� SessionInitiationProtocol(SIP) Migration Considerations

� zOS Migration tool

� Cumulative starting with v7.0

� JRE 6 impacts

� JEE 5 impacts

� WebSphere removed features

� Port usage

� Security Migration considerations



11 WebSphere Application Server Migration – October 2008

Summary

� Migration needs to be a pragmatic, well designed and 
repeatable process

� Consult the “IBM Migration Knowledge collection” at

� http://www-1.ibm.com/support/docview.wss?rs=180&uid=swg27008724

� Get assistance if needed => available from IBM as a 
service
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Questions?


